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" I " or Spirit may be cognisant of such divided parts,
and strive to control them into obedience, and to
check their " selfishness/' Thus the struggle to " know
myself/' and to master myself so known, the whole
" ethical process/' were but my response to this
weakly-felt control from the centre, t.e. were a con-
tinual fight with the normal "hysteria" of egoism,
an endeavour of the part to find its true relation
to the whole, or, an effort of the Whole to become
fully self-conscious and active in the part.

9.  At this rate it would no longer be necessary to
regard the germinal cell from which I have grown
as a cunning mechanism, contrived to go through a
series of evolutions reproductive of the specific and
family characteristics of my sort.   Rather it is ever
one and the same plastic spirit, the single  subject
of all natural experiences, memories, habits, gener-
alities   (for   habits   are   generalities   of   action   and
suppose a consciousness, however dim, of similarity
of relations) which moulds the formless plasm habi-
tually, and according to methods of operation so oft
repeated as to have become its nature, and to con-
stitute   what we   mean  by Nature.    Nature,  there-
fore, is the universal creature-spirit, so far as it has
developed for  itself   a   certain fixed character and
mode of operation, which has become in many ways
virtually unchangeable.   This  is what we mean by
a man's "nature," when we use it as equivalent to
his now fixed, though originally self-formed, character.

10.  Judged, then, by these categories, what would
death mean ?    Let the anaesthetic hand of an auto-
matic writer   perish, and   then let the  patient,  by
hypnotism, be brought to that buried but wider con-